CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

a very intense form, of his divine right, was an
asset which the statesmen of the revdfution
were not likely to throw away in laying the
foundations of modern Japan. When, there-
fore, they made a constitution they naturally
turned for a model rather to Germany than to
America or France or England They made
the Emperor the centre of the whole political
structure, and clause after clause in the con-
stitution endeavours to secure, so far as the
letter of the law can do it, that monarchical
government in Japan shall never be trans-
formed into parliamentary government as we
have it in England To foster this feeling
about the Emperor, the machinery of public
education is brought to bear. On stated
anniversaries the children do reverence to the
Mikado's portrait. His proclamation, which
makes himself and his divine ancestors the
source and centre of all the history and polity
of Japan, is the text on which all moral
instruction is a commentary. A deliberate
attempt is made to mould the mind of young
Japan to religious veneration for the head *f
the State; and to this general attitude all
domestic and personal morality is subordin-
ated- The Emperor is put forward as the
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